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Four-to-Three Decisions 

 

   

4-3 Alignments 

Justices  Total Case Names 

Wilkie, Hallows, Heffernan, Beilfuss 1 State ex rel. White v. Gray 

Beilfuss, C. Hansen, Hanley, R. Hansen 1 Willis v. State 

Wilkie, Hallows, Heffernan, C. Hansen 2 
State v. Pires; Celmer v. 

Quarberg 

Wilkie, Heffernan, Beilfuss, Hanley 1 
Simanco v. Wis. Dep’t of 

Revenue 

Hallows, C. Hansen, Hanley, R. Hansen 1 State v. Elson 

 

 

 

           4-3 Membership in the Majority                    4-3 Majority Opinions Authored     

Justice Votes 

Wilkie 4 

Hallows 4 

Heffernan 4 

Beilfuss 3 

C. Hansen 4 

Hanley 3 

R. Hansen 2 

   Opinions 

Wilkie 1 

Hallows 0 

Heffernan 1 

Beilfuss 0 

C. Hansen 2 

Hanley 1 

R. Hansen 1 

Total 6 
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Decisions by Vote Split1 

  

7-0 (or 6-0) 6-1 5-2 4-3 

324/339 (96%) 5/339 (1%) 4/339 (1%) 6/339 (2%) 

State v. Gerard State ex rel. Lewis v. 

Lutheran Social 

Services 

State ex rel. 

Garner v. Gray 

State ex rel. 

White v. Gray 

Pachowitz v. Milwaukee & 

Suburban Transport Corp.  

McMorris v. State Fritschler v. 

Fritschler 

State v. Pires 

Shier v. Freedman Peterson v. Roloff Gould v. Allstar 

Ins. Co. 

Simanco, Inc. 

v. Wis. Dep't of 

Revenue 

McPhee v. American Motorists 

Ins. Co. 

Phillips v. Department 

of Industry, Labor & 

Human Relations 

Gottschalk 

Bros., Inc. v. 

Wausau 

Celmer v. 

Quarberg 

Olsen v. Moore Pacyna v. Board of 

Education 

 State v. Elson 

State v. Harper   Willis v. State 

Vic Hansen & Sons, Inc. v. 

Crowley 

   

State ex rel. Hammermill Paper 

Co. v. La Plante  

   

Just v. Marinette County     

Thoreson v. Milwaukee & 

Suburban Transport Co.  

   

Air Products & Chemicals, Inc. v. 

Fairbanks Morse, Inc. 

   

Chrysler Corp. v. Adamatic, Inc.     

Hunker v. Royal Indem. Co.    

Howes v. Hansen    

Franklin v. Badger Ford Truck 

Sales, Inc. 

   

State ex rel. Warren v. Nusbaum    

State ex rel. Farrell v. Stovall     

Valiga v. National Food Co.     

State ex rel. Garner v. Gray    

Wold v. State    

Turtenwald v. Aetna Casualty & 

Surety Co. 

   

Holmes v. State    

Continental Bank & Trust Co. v. 

Akwa  

   

Rusecki v. State    

Ball v. State    

Krenz v. Medical Protective Co.    

Olston v. Hallock    

State v. Simmons    

Brown v. State    

Stockwell v. State    

(continued on following page) 

 

   

                                                 
1 In few instances, a justice authored a separate opinion that concurred in part and dissented in part.  For this and other tables, 

each such vote has been categorized as either a dissent or a concurrence according to the following guidelines.  If a justice’s 

opinion dissented from the result on one or more issues, it was classified as a dissent.  If the opinion concurred with the result 

on all issues but disputed the majority’s reasoning on one or more issues, it was classified as a concurrence.   

https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3034-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3034-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKW0-003G-3084-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKW0-003G-3084-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKW0-003G-3084-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKW0-003G-3084-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK40-003G-301Y-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK40-003G-301Y-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3038-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3038-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3038-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3038-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKV0-003G-3080-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKV0-003G-3080-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKC0-003G-303X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKC0-003G-303X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKK0-003G-305P-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKK0-003G-305P-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKK0-003G-305P-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKK0-003G-305P-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK70-003G-302N-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK70-003G-302N-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK70-003G-302N-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK70-003G-302N-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM00-003G-3097-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM00-003G-3097-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKX0-003G-308X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKX0-003G-308X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKX0-003G-308X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKX0-003G-308X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK30-003G-301T-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK30-003G-301T-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK30-003G-301T-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK30-003G-301T-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJS0-003G-355T-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJS0-003G-355T-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKC0-003G-3041-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKC0-003G-3041-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKX0-003G-308Y-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKX0-003G-308Y-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJY0-003G-300M-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJY0-003G-300M-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJY0-003G-300M-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJY0-003G-300M-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJP0-003G-355B-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJP0-003G-355B-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJT0-003G-3562-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJT0-003G-3562-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK40-003G-301W-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK40-003G-301W-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJT0-003G-3560-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJT0-003G-3560-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKD0-003G-3043-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKD0-003G-3043-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM40-003G-30BG-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM40-003G-30BG-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM40-003G-30BG-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM40-003G-30BG-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJR0-003G-355G-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJR0-003G-355G-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK50-003G-302B-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK50-003G-302B-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK50-003G-302B-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK50-003G-302B-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKY0-003G-3094-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKY0-003G-3094-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3037-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK90-003G-3037-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKD0-003G-3047-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKD0-003G-3047-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM40-003G-30BJ-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WM40-003G-30BJ-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKH0-003G-3058-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WKH0-003G-3058-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK80-003G-302X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WK80-003G-302X-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJV0-003G-3565-00000-00&context=1516831
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3S3J-WJV0-003G-3565-00000-00&context=1516831


WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT DECISIONS, 1972-1973      3 

 

D'Angelo v. Cornell Paperboard 

Products Co. 

   

American Mut. Liability Ins. Co. 

v. Fisher 

   

Whanger v. American Family 

Mut. Ins. Co. 

   

Browndale Internationl, Ltd. v. 

Board of Adjustment 

   

McCrossen v. Nekoosa-Edwards 

Paper Co. 

   

Candler v. Hardware Dealers 

Mut. Ins. Co. 

   

Henderson v. State Farm Mut. 

Auto. Ins. Co. 

   

Carey v. Rathman    

In re Mueller Travel Agency, Inc.     

State ex rel. Skelly Oil Co. v. 

Common Council, Delafield  

   

Peter M. Chalik & Associates v. 

Hermes  

   

State v. Simpson    

Power Transmission Equipment 

Corp. v. Beloit Corp. 

   

Edelbeck v. Theresa    

Pontow v. State    

Mercy Medical Center, Inc. v. 

Winnebago County 

   

State v. Driver    

State ex rel. Matalik v. Schubert    

Zimmermann v. Brennan    

Hein v. Torgeson    
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Trogun v. Fruchtman     

Krause v. Krause    

In re Guardianship of Marak    

Weiss v. Holman    

State v. Monsoor    

Baldwin v. State     

Liberty Trucking Co. v. 

Department of Industry, Labor & 

Human Relations 

   

State v. Bruesewitz    

State v. Chabonian    

Tucker v. State    

West Bend Mut. Ins. Co. v. 

Christensen 

   

Littmann v. Littmann     

Lueptow v. Guptill    

Ponsford v. Crute    

Caraway v. Leathers     

Eisenberg v. Department of 

Indus., Labor & Human Rels.  

   

Joint School Dist. v. State    

Meke v. Nicol     

Sawejka v. Morgan    

State ex rel. Pedersen v. 

Blessinger 
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Frequency in the Majority 

 

These tables display how frequently each justice voted in the majority in decisions filed during the 1972-

73 term.  The first table includes all cases in which a justice voted (out of the total of 339 cases specified 

above), while the second table includes only cases decided by split votes.   

 

All Cases   

 

Justice Majority Votes 

Cast 

Total Votes 

Cast 

Percent in 

Majority 

Wilkie 335 339 99% 

Hallows 335 339 99% 

Heffernan 335 338 99% 

Beilfuss 331 334 99% 

C. Hansen 337 339 99% 

Hanley 334 339 99% 

R. Hansen 328 338 97% 

 

 

Non-Unanimous Decisions 

 

Justice Majority Votes 

Cast 

Total Votes 

Cast 

Percent in 

Majority 

Wilkie 11 15 73% 

Hallows 11 15 73% 

Heffernan 12 15 80% 

Beilfuss 12 15 80% 

C. Hansen 13 15 87% 

Hanley 10 15 67% 

R. Hansen   5 15 33% 
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Opinions Authored 

 

 The first table indicates how many majority opinions a justice authored in cases decided by each of the 

four possible majority vote totals.  The second table shows how many concurrences and dissents each 

justice wrote.2         

  

 

Opinion Author 7-0 (or 6-0) 6-1 5-2 4-3 

Wilkie 41 2 1 1 

Hallows 38 2 1 0 

Heffernan 37 0 1 1 

Beilfuss 35 0 0 0 

C. Hansen 37 1 0 2 

Hanley 38 0 0 1 

R. Hansen 38 0 1 1 

 

 

Opinion Author Concurring 

Opinions 

Dissenting 

Opinions 

Wilkie 4 1 

Hallows 3 4 

Heffernan 1 2 

Beilfuss 0 0 

C. Hansen 2 1 

Hanley 0 0 

R. Hansen 3 8 

                                                 
2 Per curiam decisions are not included. 
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Agreement Among Pairs of Justices 

 

The following tables show the percentage of decisions in which every possible pair of justices found 

themselves on the same side—either both in the majority or both dissenting.  The first table covers all 339 

decisions; the second table narrows its focus to decisions that were not unanimous.  When reading the 

second table, for instance, one finds that Justices Wilkie and Heffernan voted together in 93% of the 

decisions, while the figure for Justices Hallows and R. Hansen was 20%.   

 

 

Agreement Between Pairs of Justices—All Decisions 

 

 Hallows Heffernan Beilfuss C. Hansen Hanley R. Hansen 

Wilkie 333/339=98% 337/338=99.7% 329/334=99% 333/339=98% 330/339=97% 326/338=96% 

 Hallows 333/338=99% 327/334=98% 335/339=99% 330/339=97% 326/338=96% 

  Heffernan 329/333=99% 333/338=99% 330/338=98% 324/337=96% 

   Beilfuss 329/334=99% 330/334=99% 324/333=97% 

    C. Hansen 334/339=99% 330/338=98% 

     Hanley 333/338=99% 

      R. Hansen 

 

 

Agreement Between Pairs of Justices—Non-Unanimous Decisions 

 

 Hallows Heffernan Beilfuss C. Hansen Hanley R. Hansen 

Wilkie 9/15=60% 14/15=93% 10/15=67% 9/15=60% 6/15=40% 3/15=20% 

 Hallows 10/15=67% 8/15=53% 11/15=73% 6/15=40% 3/15=20% 

  Heffernan 11/15=73% 10/15=67% 7/15=47% 2/15=13% 

   Beilfuss 10/15=67% 11/15=73% 6/15=40% 

    C. Hansen 10/15=67% 7/15=47% 

     Hanley 10/15=67% 

      R. Hansen 
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Days Between Oral Argument and Opinion Filing 

 

 

This table shows the average number of days between oral argument and the filing of majority (or lead) 

opinions authored by each of the justices.  Given that a variety of factors could influence the length of 

time between oral argument and the filing of an opinion in a particular case—including the time taken by 

other justices to write concurring or dissenting opinions—averages for individual justices should be 

compared over an extended period.  (Of course, the table does not include per curiam decisions and the 

cases that were submitted on briefs.) 

 

 Number of Majority/Lead 

Opinions Authored in Cases 

that Included Oral Argument 

Ave. No. of Days From Oral 

Argument to Opinion Filing 

Wilkie 37 40 

Hallows 26 36 

Heffernan 31 36 

Beilfuss 30 35 

C. Hansen 32 35 

Hanley 32 31 

R. Hansen 30 34 

 

 


